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PREFATORY NOTE. 



The following little treatise was, in substance, delivered 
before the Synod of Perth and Stirling ; and it is now, in 
a form somewhat extended, published at their request. 
The author feels that it is a mere sketch ; but still it 
may be useful, as furnishing some materials of thought 
on a great subject, which is daily rising more and more 
on the notice of Christendom. A brief view of the bear- 
ings of a momentous question may be of advantage to 
prepare the way for the deeper consideration of the argu- 
ments by which its merits are conclusively determined 
and settled. 
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THE DUTY AND THE LIBERTY OF A 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 



tfM^MMM^^»»»^^^^^^^*^»^»*^»^ 



'' My sheep hear my voice/*— John z. 27. 



^^«^lM#W«M^i^mA^lMM^A^tfMW« 



Two leading ideas offer themselves in these words. One 
is that of a relation subsisting between Christ and his 
people ; the other is that of intercourse and communion 
which he and they have together. 

However varied the language which is employed to 
express the relation which Christ's people bear to him, 
it is always such as to denote intimacy and closeness. 
They are his spouse, his members, his sheep. When it 
is said they are his sheep, the meaning is, not merely 
that they are the sheep of which he is the proprietor, 
but also that they are the sheep of which he is the watch- 
ful, the devoted, the self-sacrificing Shepherd. 

Upon the relation between Christ and his people their 
mutual intercourse is founded. Because there is a rela- 
tion, therefore there is an intercourse. Moreoveir, the 
nature of the former determines the nature of the latter. 
If the relation were distant and loose, the intercourse 
might be rare and circuitous ; but as the relation is close 
and endearing, so the intercourse is constant and direct. 

Even in Old Testament times , the intercourse was 

A 
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immediate ; and therefore we read of patriarchs who 
walked with God. It was immediate — without any go- 
between — ^in the days of Christ's flesh, when his disciples 
enjoyed his bodily presence. It is still immediate, now 
that Christ is in heaven. " Where two or three are 
gathered together in my name," he says, " there am I in 
the midst of them." " Lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world." There is no mediator be- 
tween Christ and believers. The correspondence which 
he and they have with each other, is not carried on by 
means of any third party ; through his Word and Spirit, 
he and they are brought together, and maintain their 
mutual communications. To say all in a word, respecting 
the closeness of the intercourse of Christ with his people, 
there is perfect union between him and them. He and 
they are one* How intimate, then, must the fellowship be ! 
It is a direct intercourse that the text declares. ^' My 
sheep hear my voice" — not the voice of my apostles, of 
my ministers, but " my voice." The same thing is in- 
sisted on in the context, when the shepherd is described 
as calling his own sheep by name, and leading them out, 
and when it is said of the sheep, that ** a stranger will they 
not foUow, but will flee from him ; for they know not the 
voice of strangers ; " and also when our Lord exclaims, 
<< I am the good Shepherd, and know my sheep, and am 
known of mine." Paul, too, expresses it when he says, 
" Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom," — " the word of Christ," not the word of any 
servant, however gifted or faithful, but the word of our 
Master and Lord himself. 

The affirmation of the text, " My sheep hear my voice," 
is to be considered as applicable to Christians individu- 
ally. Every believer has personal communion with 
Christ of the most intimate kind. In particular, he 



hears, feels the power of, and cordially oheys the voice of 
Christ. It was that voice which first awoke him from 
the sleep of unconcern about his soul, and which went, 
with quickening efficacy, to his heart, as he lay dead in 
trespasses and sins. To it he now listens eagerly. The 
words it utters are his lawt It gives him peace, comfort, 
confidence, direction. 

And who will say that our text does not apply to Chris- 
tians when taken collectively ? If every sheep of Christ 
hears the Shepherd's voice, every flock into which the 
sheep are gathered, must hear it too. The family, the 
congregation, the Church, are pointed at, no less than 
individual believers, when our Lord declares, << My sheep 
hear my voice." Christ's people, in the various spiritual 
communities into which his providence and laws have 
organized them, have no leader, no chief but himself, no 
rule but the word of his mouth. Every meeting of his 
disciples, every council of his servants, every Church on 
which his Spirit rests, falls within the scope of our text ; 
and it is both the duty and the privilege of them all to 
hear Christ's voice. 

We thus come to the subject to which it is our design, 
at present, to call special attention. We think that, in 
regard to that intercourse between Christ and his people, 
which the text announces, the doctrine of a certain duty, 
and a certain privilege or liberty, as respects believers, is 
here distinctly taught. The duty is that of hearing 
Christ's voice; and the liberty or privilege is that of 
hearing Christ's voice. One and the same thing is both 
the duty and the liberty. It is a duty, for Christians 
are bound to do it* It is a liberty, for Christians love 
to do it, and it is a wrong and a sin to try to prevent 
them. We wish to speak, then, of this duty and liberty 
as concerns the Churches of Christ. 
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I. Of the duty of a Christian Church. 

There are three points here which require consideration 
— ^the nature of the duty, the ground of it, and its extent. 

1. The nature of the duty. The duty consists in 
hearing Christ's voice. It implies, of course, ohedience 
to Christ's will. Every Church is hound to have careful 
and supreme regard to the Redeemer's commandments, 
and to act accordingly. Every Church is hound to listen 
to the doctrines of the Saviour, and to helieve accordingly. 
Every Church is hound to know the declared mind of 
Christ in all matters of faith and practice, and to be 
wholly conformed to it. By the mind of Christ, so far 
as it is delivered to the Church, or can be ascertained, 
and whatever the subjects to which it relates may be, 
every Church of Christ is bound to walk. 

It is the duty of a Church to hear and obey Christ's 
voice as it comes from the Scriptures. The Scriptures 
have been given to the Churches for this end. Through 
them alone does Christ now speak. They contain, they 
constitute. His " living^' Word. It is no mere report of 
what He said of old that we find in them. By means 
of these liying oracles, and the promised grace of the 
Spirit on the docile and reverent study of them, we are 
brought as close to the mind and will of Christ as we 
should be, if His bodily presence were vouchsafed us. 
The duty of hearing Christ's voice, then, brings a Church 
at once to the Bible. There are other books which dis- 
course usefully concerning the things that voice has ut- 
tered, and which are therefore worthy to be prized. There 
are books in which Christ's sayings, as understood by 
their authors, are reported and well enlarged upon. But 
the study of all such books is not the duty now before 
us. A Church does not hear the voice of Christ till it 
comes to the Word of Inspiration. 
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We assert all this of the visible communities of which 
the catholic visible Church is composed. We say it not 
merely of the individual members belonging to these, but 
of the bodies themselves in their corporate capacity. It 
is of their belief and their conduct, as religious societies, 
that we affirm it to be their duty to take the mind of 
Christ as their paramount rule. 

We anticipate no objection among Protestants to the 
view which has been stated. However inconsistent with 
it the opinions of many may be, and we think them to be 
very inconsistent indeed, the duty of a Church, as we have 
now described it, will probably meet with general assent. 
At the same time it is proper to advert to the ground on 
which the duty rests. 

2. This is our second point. Whence arises the duty 
incumbent on every Church ? It arises out of the very 
idea of a Church. Let any man try to conceive of a 
Church that is not bound to obey Christ. We bid him 
not conceive of a Church that is remiss in doing so— 
of a Church that is. chargeable with breaches of the 
duty. That he may accomplish. But let a man imagine 
in his own mind a Church in which Christ has no right 
to reign, and on which no obligation lies to embrace 
Christ's doctrines, and to do Christ's will ; and what will 
he find ? Will he find that it is the conception of what 
can, without an outrage upon language, be called a 
Church, that he has formed ? No. He will find that 
he has excluded from his conception an element which is 
absolutely indispensable to make it the idea of a Church 
at all. The idea of a society of human beings he will 
have ; but not of that particular kind of society to which 
Scripture gives the name of a Church. We may say, in 
short, that it is by the essential law of its existence, that 
a Church is bound to hear Christ's voice, and give him 
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obedience. The society is not a Church wherein Christ 
has no authority ; and a Church would be a Church no 
longer, were it released from the duty of bowing to his 
word. 

What is a Church ? By a Church is meant a society 
of professed Christian believers, watched over by Christ's 
ministers, and enjoying the ordinances which Christ has 
appointed for the edification of his body. Is not the 
simple statement of the definition enough to show that 
a Church must be subject to Christ ? It is surely clear 
as day, that in such a society, the will of our Lord must 
be of supreme authority, and that its actings must be 
universally conformed to his commandments. 

3. The extent of the duty. It is the duty of a Church 
of Christ, at all timeSy under all circumstances^ and in 
its whole procedure and administration^ to hear and 
obey Christ's voice. 

Ist, At all times. There are certain occasions, when, 
if a Church were to indicate any thing approaching to in- 
difference about the mind of the Lord Jesus, none would 
venture to extenuate the guilt of its conduct. When a 
Church, for instance, is about to frame its Standards, to 
draw up the Confession of its Faith, and to lay down the 
great principles of its constitution, it is its undeniable 
duty to be guided by Christ's voice, and to attend to the 
utterance thereof in the Scriptures. It would have been 
a monstrous thing, had the Church of England, when 
preparing its Articles, taken any other rule than the mind 
of Christ, as represented in Holy Writ ; or had our own 
Church turned a deaf ear to the Word, while engaged in 
composing our formularies. When the Church of Scot- 
land was first determining what its doctrines, worship, 
discipline, and government, were to be, manifestly it be- 
hoved to ascertain Christ's wUl, and not to depart from 
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it in a single particular. So again, to take another in- 
stance, when a Church is about to form an alliance with 
the State, and when the terms of that alliance are to be 
arranged and determined, nothing can be more plain than 
that it is the Church's solemn duty to hear and obey 
Christ throughout the negotiation, and agree only to such 
t«rms as are consonant to his instructions and laws. It 
were wanton conduct, indeed, if a Church of Christ, at 
such a time, did not seek from first to last to know the 
mind of Him who gave it all its privileges and powers, to 
whom it entirely belongs, from whom it derives its beings 
and through whom and for whom it continues to exist,-<— 
if it did not, we say, seek to know His mind, and approve 
of, or reject, the conditions proposed to it, according as 
they could be held to be pleasing or displeasing in his 
sight. 

These things are obvious. But is it only at such times 
that Christ's voice must be heard ? Is it only, perchance, 
once or twice in a series of centuries, when a day of re* 
formation has arisen, or a period of great adjustments has 
come, that a Church of Christ is bound, in its collective 
capacity, to repair to the fountain of truth, and to con- 
form itself to the will of its heavenly Lord ? Can a 
Church ever be entitled to say, " We will not noto inquire 
into Christ's mind, we will not now hear Christ's voice ; 
we will rest satisfied with the inquiry of a former age ; 
enough for us that the Church heard Christ's voice 100 
or 200 years ago ?" Can there be a time when a Church 
may properly and lawfully declare, " We will keep by 
our formularies, and maintain our existing rules, not be- 
cause we at present see them to be right and scriptural, 
but because they were formerly thought to be right' and 
scriptural?'' Or is there not an obligation on every 
Christian Church, instead of going now and then to the 
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great fountain of truth in Grod's Word, always to stand 
there, constantly to drink at it, — and, instead of now and 
then, at special seasons, hearing Christ's voice, at all 
times to hear it, and to obey it at all times? Christ 
always speaks, for his Word liyes and abides ; ought not 
his Churches, then, always to hear? Is the report of 
Christ's words better than his words themselves ? The 
oracles of inspiration must never, never be locked up or 
laid aside. Never must they be withdrawn from the 
study, either of believers individually, or of the Churches 
into which believers are, by Christ's appointment, organ- 
ized. The voice of Christ is in them. The voice of Christy 
by the gracious energy of his Spirit, now and at all times 
issues out from them, and demands the audience and 
submission of the catholic Church, and of all its branches, 
as really, as directly, as powerfully and authoritatively, as 
it ever did at any time gone by. Of whatever advantage 
Church standards may be, — and important ends they are 
fitted to serve, — ^however expedient are compacts with 
the State, neither standards nor compacts can dislodge 
the Scriptures from the place which antecedently be- 
longed to them, nor release a Church from its paramount 
duty, ever to draw its knowledge of the mind of Christ 
from the record in which Christ has placed it, and to 
obey Christ's voice, as coming out from the Bible, aye 
and until that voice is silent, and the Word, that liveth, 
dies. 

2df It is the duty of a Church to hear Christ's voice 
under aU circumstances. The circumstances of Churches 
are various. The circumstances of the same Church are 
often not the same at different times. Sometimes a 
Church merely obtains toleration, at other times it suffers 
perseoution, and at other times it enjoys the benefit of 
civil establishment. Contemporaneously, Churches have 
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been seen under all these varieties of circumstance. But 
is the great duty we speak of thereby affected ? Does the 
obligation of it come and go according as the circum- 
stances of a Church are changed ? Is it only on a Church 
here and a Church there, and according to the state and 
position in which Churches are found, that the duty is 
binding ? Shall we hold, that Churches which are per- 
secuted must obey the voice of Christ — that Churches 
which are tolerated must obey it— but that the case is 
different with Churches which are established and en- 
dowed, and that to them Christ's voice comes with only a 
diminished authority, or, possibly, with no authority at 
all ? Not so, surely. Be the circumstances of a Church 
what they may, they cannot destroy or impair Christ's 
right to be heard as its Prophet and Guide — to be obeyed 
as its King and Head. To maintain the contrary, is to 
say that the force of surrounding circumstances may take 
away what is essential to the being of a Church of Christ, 
and leave it a Church of Christ notwithstanding. No 
circumstances — such, for instance, as that of endowment, 
or compact with the civil power — are capable of creating 
new duties, which can interfere with, or weaken, in the 
least degree, the obligation of the great first duty of every 
Church to hear Christ's voice, and conform to his will. 
The relation of a Church to Christ cannot be changed. 
The place which belongs to Christ, in regard to every 
section of the wide community of them who profess faith 
in him, cannot be taken from Christ, given to, or shared 
with another. No change in the relation of a Church to 
the world, and the kingdoms of it, can modify its relation 
to Him. Changes there may be ; trouble may be suc- 
ceeded by rest ; national protection and countenance may 
follow ; but to Christ belongs the same high claim as ever 
to implicit, wilHng, and universal obedience. 
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3d, Everj Church of Christ is bound to hear his voice, 
and do his will in its whole procedure and adminis' 
tration. To the catholic visible Church are given the 
Word, the ministry, and the ordinances of God. To that 
same Church, and to every branch thereof, Christ has 
given the keys of the kingdom of heaven. To each of 
the Churches, of which the great catholic community is 
composed, he has given the key of doctrine or knowledge, 
and the key of discipline or government. These keys 
belong to him as Mediator and Head, — ^for they are the 
keys of the house of David, — and he has intrusted them 
to his Churches, and to the office-bearers he has appointed 
to preside over them. By means of these keys, the whole 
work of every Church is performed ; one or other of them 
is the instrument of every function which a Church, or 
the office-bearers of it, can exercise. To the key of doc- 
trine appertain the functions embraced in the ministry of 
the word and sacraments, and in the conduct of the wor- 
ship of the sanctuary; and to the key of government, 
those functions through which censures are infficted or 
removed, spiritual offices are conveyed, and spiritual mat- 
ters are determined and settled. The question, then, is. 
In what capacity do the Churches of Christ, and their 
office-bearers, hold the keys which Christ has given them ? 
Do they hold the keys in a lordly way, and as absolute 
proprietors of them, and so as entitled to do with them 
what they please ? Or, do they hold them as servants 
and stewards, to whom the keys have been intrusted for 
a definite end, and with whom a strict reckoning will be 
taken as to the manner in which they have been employed ? 
And the question further is, Have the Churches of the 
Redeemer been left without any directory for using the 
keys, and is it by their own views of expediency that they 
are to be governed in the discharge of that high trust ; or 
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has Christ proTided them with an infallible rale and a 
sure reoord of his mind, according to which it is their 
daty to act in the exercise of every privilege and power 
he has bestowed ? The answer, we apprehend, is clear. 
The Churches of Christ hold the keys ministerially ; and 
are, to say the least, not less subject to him, as to all the 
functions with which he has invested them, than is a 
secular corporation to the supreme civil power that created 
it. The keys are held ministerially — even as the steward 
holds the keys that give access to the stores of his master; 
and they are only to be used according to Christ's in- 
stractions, and agreeably to his will. There is a directory, 
which every Church possesses; an infallible rale there 
is, and a sure record of the Saviour's mind, by which 
every Church must be guided. Every Church has the 
Bible— -the Spirit's register of the will of Christ; and 
of it we can say that it ** is profitable," — ^not to indivi- 
dual believers alone, but to Churches collectively, and to 
their office-bearers as such, — " for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in r^hteousness." 

But can Christ's mind be ascertained on every matter 
that belongs to the procedure and administration of a 
Church ? Who doubts that it can ? Let him who does 
80 specify some of the matters— let him but condescend 
on one matter — ^belonging to the proper business of a 
Church of the Lord Jesus, concerning which the discovery 
of the mind of Christ should not be aimed at, and no 
prayer should be offered for guidance from above ? One 
purpose for which the blessed Spirit is promised, and 
given to the Churches of Christ, is to teach them Christ's 
will. " When he, the Spirit of trath," our Lord said, 
<< is come, he will guide you into all trath. He shall 
glorify me ; he shall receive of mine, and shall show it 
unto you." *< Ye have an unction from the Holy One," 
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says John, ** and ye know all things." A Charch, wherein 
the Holy Ghost abides, will find its path, in every matter 
with which it has to deal, made plain before it, through 
the light coming down from the roles, or, at all events, 
the principles, contained in the Scriptures. Let the case 
be what it may, no Church will inquire and pray in vain 
that it may know what Christ would have it to do. When 
a faithful and obedient Church sends up its cry, << Speak, 
Lord, for thy servants hear," the Shepherd's voice will 
not be silent. 

Are there not, however, points of a non-essential 
character, on which Christ's mind need not be sought ? 
We put the question, because there are writers of the 
present day who seem to think that there are. But far 
from us be all sympathy with their views. If Christ's 
mind can be ascertained, it ought to be ascertained, what- 
ever be the point which his servants have in hand. His 
wiU, surely, is better than any other will, and should have 
way in every thing. If he has a will on any point, and 
that will can be found out, it is ho less than a rejection 
of his authority to disregard it. The pretext, that the 
point is non-essential, will be no defence. Although it 
were non-essential, the duty of obeying Christ remains. 
And what are non-essential things ? Where shall a list 
of them be found ? Who shall classify those essentials, 
on the one hand, to which the rules and principles of 
Scripture must be applied, and those non-essentials, on 
the other, in disposing of which a Church is not bound to 
pray that it may know Christ's will, but is entitled, so 
far as he is concerned, to do any thing it chooses ? 

The duty of a Christian Church is what we have now 
seen. We have set forth the component parts of that 
duty in detail. Gathering them together, they take the 
form of the following proposition, viz. : — 
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Every Church of Christ is bound^ by the law of its 
existence^ at all timesy under all circumstances^ and in 
its whole procedure and administration^ to hear and 
obey Chrises voice from the Scriptures, 

II. We are next to speak of the liberty of a Christian 
Church. As was formerly stated, the hearing of Christ's 
voice is a privilege which belongs to every Church — a 
liberty to which it is entitled, as well as a duty incumbent 
upon it. The liberty we claim for the Churches of Christ 
is that of being unmolested in the discharge of the duty 
which has just been set forth, and allowed to ascertain for 
themselves, and for the direction of their own proceedings, 
Christ's mind from the Word of God. This liberty or 
privilege we proceed to assert against four parties, yiz., 
the Pope, the Church of a former age, the Clergy for the 
time being, and the Civil Magistrate. 

1. We assert the liberty of the Church against the 
Pope, As our argument is not intended for the ad- 
herents of the Church of Rome, we shall go into no proof 
to show that the claims of the Roman bishop to be re- 
ceived as head of the Church catholic, and vicegerent of 
Christ, are unfounded. We assume, at this time, what 
all Protestants will grant, that these claims are unsup- 
ported by Scripture, and contrary to it. On this assump- 
tion, it follows that the Pope has no right to step between 
Christ's Churches and the record which contains the will 
of their Master ; that he is wholly unauthorised to declare 
to them Christ's mind, or convey to them Christ's voice ; 
and that he usurps a function which does not belong to 
him, when he attempts to dictate to them in any matter 
of Christian faith or practice. 

2. We assert the liberty of every Church of Christ 
against the Church of a former age. For the Church 
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of ancient times, high pretensions are now made ; and not 
ours is the wish unduly to depreciate it. We value it as a 
historical witness, whose services are often useful in help* 
ing us to the truth : we can hold our peace when a purity 
and efficiency are not seldom ascribed to it in which we 
cannot believe : but it is a different thing when a religious 
authority is assigned it, to which we are required impli- 
citly to bow — when, instead of leaving it to us as a useful 
assistant in learning the lessons of Christianity, men 
would raise it over our heads as an infallible teacher — 
and when the duty of hearing it is to be substituted for 
that of hearing Christ. To no Church of a former age, 
whether ancient or more modern, was the right or the 
necessary gift communicated for ruling over the con- 
sciences of succeeding generations. The time never was 
when the Church could say, " It is my right to read the 
Bible, and to interpret the mind of Christ for myself; 
but a similar right will not belong to the Church of next 
century. / am entitled to hear Christ's voice speaking 
through the Scriptures ; but the Church of next century 
must hear it only through me." And there has been no 
inspiration since the days of the apostles. The Bible is 
the only inspired book in the world. We need not, there- 
fore, regret that erring for unerring guides have not been 
given us, or that God has not displaced his own oracles 
to make room for the doubtful and corrupt traditions and 
the fallible interpretations of men. 

Let us be more specific. When we assert the liberty 
of the Churches of Christ against the Church of a former 
age, we would be understood as doing so, — 

I sty Against General Councils. The only basis, on 
which the claim for General Councils can solidly rest, is 
the Papal theory of their infallibility. To that theory 
there are two fatal objections. The first is, that it is 
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entirely destitute of proof; and the second is, that if the 
theory were trae, there would remain to be encountered 
and overcome, before the voice of Christ could be known 
and his mind ascertained, the perplexing and insur- 
mountable difficulty as to the true interpretation of the 
dogmas and formularies which General Councils have 
emitted, and also the difficulty as to what are the Councils 
which should be received as General, and consequently of 
infallible and absolute authority. In asserting the liberty 
of our Churches against the Church of a former age, we 
further assert it, — 

2d^ Against the Christian leathers* As witnesses, 
the Fathers are readily acknowledged. Witnesses they 
are, whose opportunities qualify them for doing useful 
service by their testimony. In that character, no Church 
ought to despise their aid in its searches after truth. But 
a witness is not a judge. Ere we can bow to the Fathers 
as judges of controversy, and give up our Bibles for their 
folios, that so we may learn the mind of Christ, there are 
two difficulties that must be removed out of the way. 
One is the lack of all evidence that they were not men 
liable to err and to misinterpret, as we ourselves are ; and 
the other is the notorious fact, that there is scarcely a 
doctrine or a text of Scripture, respecting the truth or 
meaning of which the Fathers are not, to a greater or less 
extent, at variance among themselves. Finally, in assert- 
ing the liberty of a Christian Church against the Church 
of a former age, we assert it, — 

3dy Against our own Reformers. We point not here 
to the private writings with whidi these distinguished 
servants of Jesus enriched the Church catholic. We are 
not aware that the claim has ever been preferred by any 
to have these writings considered as supreme and ultimate 
standards, to which the Churches are bound to have re- 
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course, that they may know the will of Christ. It is to 
the Articles and Confessions, drawn up by the Reformersy 
that we now refer. We refer to the formularies which 
they left us, and which we acknowledge as standards, and 
which constitute the glory of the Churches of the Re- 
formation. And we say of these formularies, that thej 
must be kept in their own place. Their authors never 
designed them as ultimate standards of appeal. They 
knew better what was due to holy Writ, as the only sure 
depository of Christ's laws, and the sole fountain of his 
truth. The usual name, Confessions of Faith, indicated 
clearly the subordinate character which it was intended 
that these documents should bear. In the formularies 
themselves did the men of God who wrote them engross 
the principles we are here maintaining. Propositions are 
in them, — we may say in them all, and in none more fully 
or strongly than in our own Confession, — declaratory of 
the duty and liberty of every Christian Church to go for 
itself, from day to day, continually to the sacred oracles 
— ^to learn there his mind — to hear there his voice — that 
it may know, and that it may do, in all its proceedings, 
what is pleasing before him. And our formularies are 
retained, and honoured, and obeyed, not for the sake of 
the men who prepared them, but only because they are 
believed to give a just view of the doctrines and rules of 
duty which are laid down in God's Word ; and so soon 
as they are discovered to be inconsistent with Scripture — 
so soon as Christ's voice, speaking from the Bible, is 
found to be at variance with their expositions and an- 
nouncements, that instant their obligation and authority 
cease, not only upon individual believers, but upon the 
office-bearers who have vowed to adhere to them, and 
upon the Churches which have held them forth, as em- 
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bodying the principles of their belief, and the raks of 
thmr administration, before the world. 

3. We assert the liberty of every Christian Church 
against the Clergy or Office-heofrers of the Church for 
the time being. The office-bearers of the Church are not 
without authority ; but their authority is only ministerial. 
They are not the lords of God's heritage, — ^they have no 
power to require assent or obedience, without regard to 
the accordance of their doctrines or decisions with the 
supreme and infallible standard of the Word. What 
authority could be higher than that of an apostle ? Yet 
Paul was liable to review under an appeal to the Scrip- 
tures ; and the Bereans were ennobled by the scrutiny to 
which they subjected him. When the apostles and elders 
met in council at Jerusalem, to settle a great controversy 
which had arisen in the Church, and when, after grave 
deliberation and argument, carried on in the presence of 
the assembled disciples, they had found what they sought, 
the mind of Christ upon the point, they scorned not, in 
the circular letter containing their deliverance, to unite 
with themselves the believing multitude of their hearers, 
as concurring on the same grounds which had satisfied 
them ; and the inspired historian tells us that the decision 
of the iqpostles and elders ^ pleased the whole Church," 
not merely, it is manifest, because it ujols the decision of 
the apostles and elders, but because the whole Oiurch 
had heard and were convinced by the reasons which had 
brought their spiritual rulers to a unanimous conclusion. 
If, then, even apostles would not interpose themselves 
between believers and the fountains of truth, — ^between 
the Church and the oracles whence Christ's voice pro* 
ceeds, shall the office-bearers of modern times be per- 
mitted to do it ? No, the thing must not be. The daring 
pretensions of an aspiring priesthood, which demands the 

B 
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custody of men's consciences, and their implicit fiutlH 
must be resisted to the uttermost ; and the Churches of 
Christ must cleave to the Bible more closely, and listen 
to Christ's own voice more eagerly, more affectionately, 
and more submissively than ever. 
. It is, in this country, the acknowledged right and li- 
berty of every private Christian to refuse to attend the 
ministry of a pastor by whom he is not edified. In other 
words, the question' of duty y as to accepting or declining 
the pastoral superintendence of a particular minister, is 
left to the settlement of Christ's followers individually, 
— each of them determining it for himself. It is a Chris- 
tian's inalienable liberty, with the Word of €K>d in his 
hand, and having reference to his own spiritual wants, to 
the gifts of Christ's ministers, and to the adaptation of 
these gifts to his own soul's improvement, to be free and 
uncontrolled by man in the determination of that ques- 
tion. It is his privilege as a British subject; and we 
hold it to be his privilege as a subject of Christ. No 
power, be it civil or be it ecclesiastical, is entitled, on that 
point, to coerce him. " The head of every man/' as well 
as of every Church, " is Christ." It is a point which is 
necessarily submitted to his judgment, — on which he can- 
not avoid making up his mind, in order to the guidance 
of his conduct, — on which, moreover, no third party is 
qualified, or has received authority, to decide in his room ; 
and man must, therefore, leave it between his conscience 
and Christ the head. 

A Christian congregation has a similar liberty. It is 
only when the pastoral office in a congregation is about 
to be filled, that a congregation, as such, is called upon 
to act. On that solemn occasion the pastoral tie has to 
be formed, not between an individual, or a number of iso- 
lated individuals, and a minister, but between an organized 
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congregation,*— one of the Churches of the Redeemer, 
— «nd the person who is to feed their souls. As union 
without mutual consent is in the former case impossible, 
and the attempt to create it unlawful, so must it be in 
the latter. The bond between the pastor and a single 
believer is not more sacred, or more dependent on the 
conscientious convictions of duty which that believer en- 
tertains, than is the bond between the pastor and the 
local community or church over which he is to preside. 
The union between pastor and flock, like that between 
Christ and his people, is essentially a voluntary union. 
As in the one case, so in the other, unless the parties 
are mutually agreed, no union in reality takes place. Men 
may say there is a union ; but a union there is not where 
consent has not been given. In the matter of their union 
with a pastor, therefore, the congregation has a right to 
be free. The conscience of the congregation is not to 
be forced. The office-bearers of the Church are not the 
lords of God's heritage, nor the masters of conscience. 
When the point of duty, as to the acceptance or refusal 
of a pastor proposed to them, has to be determined by a 
congregation, no warrant can be shown for ecclesiastical 
rulers thrusting themselves and their view between the 
congregational conscience and him to whom the congre- 
gation will have to answer, and from whom light and di- 
rection are to be sought. The sheep, congregationally 
as well as individually, must hear Christ's voice for 
themselves, and decide, on the hearing of it, what they 
are to do. 

4. We assert the liberty of a Christian Church against 
the Civil Magistrate, 

Ut, The first thing that meets us here is what may 
be called the high Erastian view. According to it, the 
Christian magistrate has an inherent spiritual power, 
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which entitles him to exercise authority over the Churches 
of Christ in matters of a spiritual nature. It is ohvious 
that, if he has such a power, all the religious communi- 
ties in the realm, comprehending* those which enjoy no 
civil estahlishment, are subject to his control and dicta- 
tion in regard to their doctrine and internal discipline. 
During the former struggles which our Scottish Church 
maintained for. freedom, this lofty claim was actually 
made. The supremacy of the king, in all causes, eccle* 
siastical as well as civil, was declared in statutes and 
oaths of allegiance to be an inherent and essential prero- 
gative of the Crown. This dogma is plainly opposed to 
the duty of a Church, as before laid down. If the in- 
herent spiritual supremacy of the Sovereign, or of the 
State, can be made good in argument, the duty must be 
given up, because it will be thereby disproved. But, in 
order to make it good, let us see what requires to be 
done. The only instruments, whereby spiritual procedure 
of any kind can be carried on, are the keys. The key of 
doctrine alone is capable of regulating the doctrine of 
any Church ; and the key of discipline alone is capable 
of regulating Church censures and administration. It 
must be shown, then, that the custody and power of the 
keys are not confined to the Churches of Christ, but 
that the magistrate, as such, has received them jtoo. Can 
this be shown ? Assuredly it is nor, by such cases as 
those of David and Solomon, who were not only kings, 
but prophets of God, and who, in their character of pro- 
phets, had office and authority in the Church. The 
thing to be proved is, that, in a Christian country, the 
magistrate, as such, irrespective of age, sex, knowledge, 
and other qualifications, possesses, as a prerogative with 
which Christ has invested him, the power of the keys, 
and authority, not merely circa sacviMy but in sacris. 
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And after this has been shown, and it is made to ap- 
pear that the power of the keys is not given to the 
Churches and their ofBce-bearers exclusivelj, but that 
they and the civil magistrate share it between them, it 
will be found that enough has not been done. It will 
then have to be shown that the magistrate is the rightful 
lord of the conscience of the Churches existing within 
the commonwealthi — ^that when thei^ are to use the keys, 
they are bound to walk implicitly by his instructions,— 
and that he is the divinely-commissioned interpreter of 
the mind of Christ for the guidance of their conduct in 
their own affidrs. We grant that he is entitled to go to 
Scripture and learn Christ's mind from it for himself, 
and for the regulation of his own proceedings in connec- 
tion with spiritual things ; but what we must have proof 
for is the opinion that he is warranted to interrupt a 
Christian Church in its direct converse with the Word, 
and with Christ's mind as there recorded, and to thrust 
himself and his own reading between, and compel it to 
act according to what he thinks or asserts the mind of 
Christ to be. By the Romish theory, the magistrate is 
bound to learn Christ's mind from the teaching of the 
Church ; and, erroneous and evil as the principle is, more 
can be said for it than for the tenet that the Church must 
learn the mind of Christ from the teaching of the ma> 
gistrate. The former has the advantage in respect of 
plausibility ; while both are alike unsupported by evi- 
dence, and withQut foundation in truth. 

The Church of England, we fear, must be held to 
maintain the doctrine of an inherent, or divine right in 
the Crown to dictate to Christ's Churches and ministers 
in the exercise of the functions with which Christ has 
invested them. In the thirty-seventh Article the sove- 
reign is declared to have ^' the chief government of all 
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estates, whether they be ecclesiastical or civil, in aU 
causes ;' and, looking to the place where the declaration 
is found, it is plain that we mast regard it, not as the 
simple statement of a matter of fact, but as the exhibi- 
tion of a point of faith and religious belief. The Article 
explains, << We give not to our princes the ministering 
either of God's Word, or of the sacraments ;" but this 
is the only reservation. The power of the key of doc- 
trine, so far as the determining of " all causes'* about 
<< the ministering of the Word and of the sacraments" is 
concerned, and the power of the key of discipline, to the 
same extent, at least, are certainly ascribed to the civil 
ruler of a Christian kingdom, and held to belong to him 
by warrant of Scripture. * 

Have we not, then, here a tenet which goes to fetter 
and impede the Church of God in the land, and that in 
the matter of the duty which it owes to Christ of hearing 
and obeying his voice, as coming from the Word ? If 
it be the duty of the Church and its office-bearers to do 
their whole work according to the will of Christ, as they 
find that will revealed in the Bible, or indicated in the 
principles which the Bible lays down, how can it, at the 
same time, be the prerogative of the prince to decide 
finally in what way this work is to be done, and to give 
ultimate judgment in all causes ecclesiastical ? It may 
be urged that there are questions relating to the adminis- 

* It is tnie that the Article says that it gives to the magistrate " that 
only preronttive "which -we see to have heen giTen always to all godly 
princes in Holy Scripture hy God himself." But then it defines what 
that prerogative is considered to he. " That is/* it eoes on to say, 
** that they should rule all states and deg^rees committed to their chaige 
by God, whether they be ecclesiastical or temporal, and restrain with 
the civil sword the stubborn and evil-doers." There is nothing here 
which limits the magistrate's authority over the ecclesiastical estate to 
the persons and property of those belonging to it ; and that all "eccle- 
siastical causes" are within Ids jurisdiction, is expressly taught in the 
previous part of the Article. 
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tration of a Church which most be settled by a reference 
to Christ's will. We denj that such questions there are. 
We maintain, as was formerly argued, that every question 
as to the duty of Christ's ministers, and as to the govern- 
ment of the Churches of which the catholic body is made 
up, is a question as to the will of Christ. Even where 
what has been called, with doubtful accuracy, a discre- 
tionary power, is lodged with them, — ^that is to say, where 
the rules of procedure are not formally given, and the 
case is one for which the Word gives no express direc- 
tions, still must the mind of Christ be sought for as the 
guide. There can be no case, in the proper business of 
a Church, on which Scripture principles do not bear, 
and for the right solution and settlement of which Scrip- 
ture principles do not suffice. And there can be no 
case, whether relating to doctrine, to worship, to disci- 
pline, or spiritual government, which may not, through 
the diligent, believing, and prayerful study of the Word, 
be conclusively disposed of in the way that corresponds 
with Christ's will, and shall be ratified by his approving 
sanction. 

2df As the magistrate has no inherent or divine right 
to the office of an ecclesiastical ruler, so neither does he 
acquire a right to govern Christ's Churches, when he 
gives them the benefit of an Establishment. 

It is very needful to mark well the distinction between 
a Church Establishment and a Church. The former 
exists for the use of the latter, but they are not to be 
confounded, as though they were one and the same. 
They are no more the same than are a ship and the pas- 
sengers whom it carries across the ocean, — or a place of 
worship and the congregation that assemble in it. A 
Church Establishment is the apparatus of buildings, en- 
dowments, civil sanctions and privileges, which it is the 
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province of the State to provide and construct. Oyer 
the Establishment — ^that is to say, over the things that 
constitute the Establishment — the State is supreme in 
reference to man. It has a sacred duty, but it is answer- 
able only to Christ. It has a right, so far as man is con- 
cerned, to give the Establishment to any Church it may 
select, and at any time it thinks best. It may determine 
the creed, the forms, and the polity, to the purposes of 
which the Establishment shall be applied. As it gives 
the Establishment, so it may withdraw it, when it deems 
it proper so to do. Its power over the Establishment 
is complete, and ought not to be challenged ; but power 
over the Establishment is one thing, — power over the 
Church on which the Establishment is bestowed, is quite 
different. Our acknowledgment of the one power does 
not involve an acknowledgment of the other. The power 
of taking away the Establishment from the Church, be- 
cause the keys are administered in a way of which the 
State disapproves, is distinct from the power of authori- 
tatively prescribing to it the line of duty. The former 
is the power of an equal ; the latter that of a master. 
An equal may say, " Unless you conform to my views, 
I shall withdraw my countenance and help ; " but a master 
alone can say, ^ You shall do as I command you." 

When the State bestows an Establishment, it confers 
a valuable boon. But what we affirm is, that the boon 
gives the State no right to step between a Church and 
the only sure record of the mind of Christ, in any matter 
whatever, or in any department of its spiritual opera- 
tions. If the State, by its boon, could acquire that right 
in any thing, it could acquire it in every thing. And 
what would the right amount to ? It would amount to 
no less than to a removal of the Bible from the study of 
the Church, and the substitution in its room of civil 
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deerees and acts of Parliament. It would i mply an obli* 
gation on the Church to regard the voice of the State as 
the Toice of Christ, — to turn away from Scripture when 
seeidog to know Christ's mind, and to look for it in the 
decisions of the judges, and the commentaries of her Ma- 
jesty's Grovernment. If it could be proved, which it 
never can, that a right, implying these things, is neces- 
sarily vested in the State when it establishes Christ's 
Church, the conclusion would be, not that the Church is 
bound to recognise the right, but that an Establishment is 
unlawful, and cannot be accepted of by any Christian Church 
without deep sin, and treason against the King of Zion. 

The power of the State must ever be limited to what 
the State gives. No further power is needed for pre- 
venting the abuse of its gifts. No further power is com- 
patible with the duty of every Church to Christ, and its 
sacred liberty of walking by the rules and principles of 
the book which contains his will, and of which his 
Churches are the appointed custodiers. No doubt any 
Church may err, and the establishment it enjoys may be 
used in a way which is unsatisfactory. In that case, the 
State has its remedy. Let it exert its undenied power 
over what it gave, and the evil will be redressed. Is it 
objected that the Church must soon lose its establishment 
on this plan, and the policy of the State will be thereby 
defeated ? * We reply, that that is a different question ; 
and, were the dreaded result to follow, better far that it 
should, than that the Church be debarred from obeying 
her Lord, and hearing his voice as it issues from the 
Word. 

But it will be urged that, t» mixed questions^ where 
civil consequences are attached to spiritual procedure, the 

* The Irish Presbyterian Church has its endowments confessedly on 
this footing ; and the system, it must be admitted, works well. We 
have there, at least, the example (tf a Church which is endowed by the 
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paramount authority of the magistrate must come in.* 
The answer is, that it may, and yet it must not. It may 
come in, to regulate and dispose of the civil consequences 
which such questions involve ; for these always belong 
to its lawful domain. Yet it must not come in, to sup- 
plant the Bible, and take the place of Christ, by deter- 
mining for the Church what the spiritual procedure shall 
be. Because the kings of the earth attach civil conse- 
quences to the spiritual acts of the servants of the King 
of Zion, it does not follow that the responsibility of 
Christ's servants to Christ himself is lessened, and that 
their spiritual acts are to be governed by any other stan- 
dard than the requirements of his will. Because the 
kings of Tarshish and of the isles bring presents, and the 
kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts, these kings are not 
entitled to say, — '< The servants of Christ must now listen 
to us ; the benefactions with which we crown their acts 
give a mixed, a semi-secular character to all that they do, 
and draw their spiritual proceedings within the range of 
civil jurisdiction ; they must henceforth, therefore, listen to 
us, and learn the will of their Master, not from his Word, 
but from the rules we prescribe, and from our decisions 
in causes ecclesiastical." There is no dispute as to the 
interest the magistrate must have in the endowments and 

State', and wbich is free, at the same time, to hear Christ^s voice, and 
to follow its conscience in obeying his laws. 

* Mr Gladstone puts this as follows : — ** Since civil and ecclesiastical 
consequences are thus mixed up Hn an Elstablished Church), and both 
flow from acts properly ecclesiastical, there arises a necessity for this 
mixed authority ^an authority neither purely ecclesiastical nor purely 
civil), which, havinf as much sympathv as possible with both bodies, 
and representing botn, shall be more akin to this kind of jurisdiction 
than either of them, taken singly, would afford ; accordingly, the head 
of the State, under the condition that he shall be also a member of the 
Church, is invested with it. He exercises an appellate jurisdiction ; 
he judges not the cause, but the judgment ; assuming the grounds 
which are supplied by ecclesiastical law, and inquiring whether its 

5rinciples have been fairly applied to the particular subject-matter/*— 
'AeStaUmits EeUUionmikthe Chun^^ 118. 
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civil effects which he attaches to the actings of the Church. 
Bat that interest neither qualifies nor entitles him to enter 
the spiritual province, and give the law as to what the 
actings of the Church are to be. No $ he is not, on that 
account, the head of the Church, nor the revealer to the 
Church of Christ's will. When the spiritual pocedure 
of the Church does not please him, let him Cut off the 
civil effects which were accustomed to follow, and lay his 
arrest on the endowments. That he may do. More 
than that he may not do, without assuming a prerogative 
which does not belong to him, violating the relation be- 
tween Christ and the Church, and destroying the liberty 
which it is his duty to guard. 

The true end of an Establishment ought to be con- 
sidered. It cannot accord with that end to interrupt 
Christ's Churches in the discharge of the duty he has 
laid upon them, or to take from them any of the privi- 
leges he has conferred. On the contrary, if it be a 
Church's duty to hear and obey the voice of Christ from 
the Word, and if every Church's just privilege be to have 
its conscience enlightened and governed in all things by 
the direct instrumentality of the oracles of God, the true 
end of the establishment which the civil' power bestows, 
must embrace the facilitating of the performance of the 
one, and the maintenance and security of the other. 

Sd, The State cannot, in virtue of a compact with a 
Church, acquire a right to prescribe in ecclesiastical af- 
fairs. 

It is every Church's present duty, as has been seen, to 
draw Christ'^ mind from the Scripture ; and former creeds 
and constitutions are no further binding than as they are 
accordant therewith. No paction, therefore, can be law- 
ful, or of valid obligation, if it is inconsistent with this 
great truth ; and supposing it were the case that a Church 
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had tied itself it up^ and, after once examining^ the Word, 
and deducing its doctrines and principles from that sacred 
source, had engaged to the State that it would do so no 
more, the transaction would be incompetent and null, and 
would afford the State no proper ground for compulsory 
interference, when it discovered its sin, returned to the 
discharge of the duty it had forsaken, and began again to 
exercise the privilege it had unwarrantably renounced. 

But when a Church has agreed and promised to the 
State that it will teach a specified theological system, and 
adhere to a particular discipline and form of government, 
is not the State entitled to come down upon that Church 
with its commands and its penalties, for the purpose of 
enforcing the observance of the compact ? The State is 
not so entitled. The compact of the Church is essen- 
tially conditional. Whether the point be expressed or 
not, it is necessarily implied that the mind of Christ, as 
presently ascertained, on all the matters of faith and polity 
comprehended in the compact, is ever supreme, and that 
there is no obligation on the Church to observe it, if it 
discovers in the Bible that the mind of Christ is different 
from the views which the compact embodies. A Church, 
by its compact, can say no more than this, — *^ We agree 
to teach certain doctrines, and to walk by certain prin- 
ciples and rules, because we believe these doctrines, prin- 
ciples, and rules, to be set forth by the Lord Jesus in 
the infallible Word ; but if, at any time hereafter, we find 
that we are in error, and that the voice of Christ disowns 
them, we will teach these doctrines no longer, and no 
longer walk by these principles and rules." To oblige a 
Church, against its conscience, to adhere to the compact, 
would be to bring the Church of a former day between it 
and the Word. It has been shown already, that to the 
Church of a former day no such place can be assigned. 
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The thing could not be done, without setting aside the 
Church's present duty, and wresting from it its inalien- 
able privilege as regards the hearing of the voice of 
Christ.* 

An important obligation, however, there is, which lies 
upon a Church, when it finds it necessary to depart from 
the compact. If the State will not consent to a change 
in the terms of connection, it ought at once to resign its 
establishment. Should it neglect to do this, the remedy 
is obvious, — the State can take the establishment away.t 

* The tlieory of Mr Morren of Greenock seema to be, tbat the Chnrch 
of Scotland has tied herself down in essentialB, and has allowed the 
State to tie her down in non-essentials. So far as I have been able to 
gather from a careful examination of his recent tracts, and puticularly 
of his Propositions, and the views he puts forth in support of them, this 
is the sum and substance of his theological argument. The inevitable 
consequence appears to me to be, that the Church of Scotland has now 
no freedom, no liberty at all. The Church of a former day drew up a 
Confession of Faith, embodying the essentials of doctrine and discipline, 
declared it to be her creed, and obtained its ratification by the State ; 
and on this account he holds that the Church of the present day has no 
liberty to alter it. The Church of a former day acquiesced in certain 
determinations of the State as to non-essentials ; and therefore he main- 
tains that the Church of the present day is bound in these non-essentials 
to walk in the steps of our forefathers. And his view further is, not 
merely that the State may withdraw its benefits, if the Church shall 
now be convinced that the mind of Christ was formerly misunderstood, 
whether as to essentials or as to non-essentials, and shall act on that 
conviction, but that the State may proceed compulsively against the 
Church, and pursue her with actions for damages, in order to force her 
to adhere to the old agreement. From this it must follow, that the 
EtAahliahed Church is not at liberty to hear and obey Christ^s voice, as 
it comes to her direct from the Scriptures, be the matters essential or 
be they non-essential with which she happens to be dealing. My posi- 
tion, on the other hand, is, that every Cnurch, whether establisned or 
non-established, must have that liberty ; and that to say that a Church, 
by being established, or in alliance, on certain terms, with the State, 
necessarily gives it up, is to say that a necessary condition of the estab- 
lishment of religion is, the bringing of the State and the Church of a 
former day between the Church now existing and the mind of Christ as 
declared in the Scriptures. The advocates of Voluntary views have 
always said this ; ana the opponents of these views have been accus- 
tomed to admit that, if it could be proved, the Voluntary cause would 
be theoloracally carried. 

f All this is on the supposition that the Establishment is the gift of 
the State, and is held by the Church on the understanding that she is 
to keep by the compact. I am aware that in England it is often conn 
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But this is the only remedy. Even in a case so extrenre 
as that of a Church knowingly giving up the arrangements 
of the compact, and yet retaining the adyantages derived 
from the State,— even in such a case, the State may not 
arrogate spiritual power, or obtrude itself on the Church, 
as Christ's interpreter and vicegerent. And much less 
can the State do so, when it happens to be matter of dis- 
pute whether the compact has been departed from or not, 
— when the State itself believes the compact to be broken, 
while the Church is as sincerely convinced that it has been 
kept to the letter. 

We have thus argued that the State has no inherent 
right, that it can have no right by establishment, and that 
it can have none by compact, to deny the most perfect 
freedom to a Church in all spiritud affiiirs, — or to pre- 
scribe to it in the exercise of the power of the keys, which 
are the divinely appointed instruments of its authority. 
If the doctrine is true, there are important inferences, of a 
practical nature, some of which may be mentioned. First, 
as regards the law of England for the appointment of the 
higher clergy. If the ecclesiastics, on whom the choice 
of the individual who is to fill a vacant bishopric de- 
volves, fail to nominate the person suggested to them by 
the sovereign, they incur the penalties of a prcBmunire, 
They may be convinced that the Crown nominee is unfit, 
and particularly, that he is deficient in the qualifications 
for the episcopal office, which, with so much minuteness, 
are detailed in Holy Writ ; but it does not signify. The 
weighty punishments of civil law hang over their heads, 
and will infallibly descend, if they do not elect him. Vir- 

tended that the Establishment there is, for the most part, not the State*s 
ffift. Without inquiring how £u* this is correct, it is enough to say, that 
the above observations are meant for those cases in wmch the Statae 
establishes or endows. 
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tually^ the State forbids them to have any respect to 
Christ's declared will in what they do; it commands 
them to shut their eyes to the written Word, and their 
ears to the voice of Christ, and, without the exercise of 
any judgment of their own, to choose, like puppets, just 
as they are bid. The prelates, who have to consecrate 
their newly elected colleague, are, we believe, under equal 
restraint. With the law of Christ before them, as recorded 
in I Tim. iii. 2-7, and Tit. i. 7-9, they may see it as clear 
as day, that that law will be broken if the investiture takes 
place. Yet no option is left them. The penalties of a 
praemunire are at hand, and will be exacted if Christ's 
law is obeyed, and the bishop-elect is not consecrated.''^ 
Our inference is, that the law of England is, in this mat- 
ter, contrary to the just liberty of the Church, and, more- 
over, an injury to Christ, because it aims at preventing 
his servants from the discharge of the duty they owe to 
him. 

Next, with respect to lay patronage. The appoint- 
ment to office in a Christian Church is obviously a spiri- 
tual afiair, involving a grave question as to the religious 
good of men ; and requiring, as it confessedly does, the 
exercise of Church power in the conveyance of office, it 
further involves a question as to the mind of Christ,— 

* Mr Gladstone's remark upon this, when meeting the obfection that 
the Churdi of England is enslaved by the royal supremacy, is, that ^* Of 
course the governors of the Church wovXd be bound to incur the civil 
penalty, rather than confirm or consecrate, should a person ecclesias- 
tically incompetent be presented to them. ' With great submission, 
there is another thing wnich the governors of the Church are at present 
bound to do. The constitutional law of their establishment is, that the 
bishops shall consecrate the person presented, whatever their opinion of 
his mud^AxUiong may be. The condition on which they hold their 
emoluments is, that they shall take the sovereign's word, be it right or 
be it wrong, as conclusive upon the point. If tnis be inconsistent with 
the duty they owe to Christ, and to the very plain rules he has ^ven on 
the subject of qualification (and we fear it is very inconsistent mdeed), 
then are the governors of the Church bound at once to resign their con- 
nection with an Establishment whose terms they cannot fulfil without sin. 
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which every Charch is bound, and ought to be free, to 
consider and decide. The question, Who ought to be 
constituted a pastor of the Church, and an ambassador of 
the Gospel of God, — and who ought to have the care of 
any part of Christ's flock ? is a question entirely and ex- 
clusively for the Church itself, and it ought to be settled 
by a reference to the rules, principles, and tests, supplied 
by Christ in the Word. The system of lay patronage, 
therefore, which converts the nomination to the pastoral 
office into a civil right, and takes it away from the Church, 
its office-bearers and members, cts sucht is in so far an en- 
croachment on the Church's freedom, and a hindnnce in 
the way of its duty of obedience to Christ.* 

Again, as to actions for damages against a Church, or 
its office-bearers. We ask here no impunity for Churchh- 
men, when they commit what is truly civil wrong. We 
can conceive of spiritual functions being abused for the gra- 
tification of a malevolent feeling, and made the instruments 
of injury which the magistrate might lawfully redress ; t 
but this we must say, that no Church which is engaged 
in transacting, to the best of its judgment, its own pro- 
per business, — ^which is seeking, bona fide^ to ascertain 
Christ's mind with respect to the affairs of his house, and 
administering these affiurs according to the views it has 
been led to adopt, — should be punished with damages, or 
in any other way, because the magistrate is of opinion 
that it has mistaken Christ's mind, or because there is a 
compact with which the magistrate conceives the policy 

* The objection above applies only when lay patronage, as is usually 
the case, gives a title to the office^ as well as to the benefice. If it gave 
a title merely to the hene^e^ — as in Scotland it wm understood to do 
until the late decisions in the civil courts, — ^the liberty of the Charch is 
not infringed. The system of civil presentations to benefices may be, 
and we think is, a baa arrangement ; bnt still a Charch can submit to 
it. To the system of civil presentations to spiritual offices, we hold that 
a Church cannot submit, without a breach oi duty to Christ. 

f E.g.^ De&mation from the pulpit. 
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it is pursuing to be at variance. To take a case for illus- 
tration : The question, How, and under what essential 
conditions, the tie between pastor and people should be 
formed, is undeniably spirituill, and can only be determined 
by ascertaining Christ's will from the Word. Clearly the 
Bible must rule it. To the Bible every Church must 
look for guidance in the matter. This, accordingly, the 
Church of Scotland has done ; and it has come to believe 
that the pastoral relation cannot lawfully be formed with- 
out the consent of the flock. The Church of Scotland, 
like other Churches, is liable to err, — it may err in this 
particular view, although we are persuaded that it does 
not ; but the point we maintain is, that the State has no 
right to punish the Church for doing as its conscience 
directs, — no right to give its office-bearers damages to 
pay, because they carry out into practice the principle 
which they believe that Christ in the Word has taught 
them ; and that to do so is to check the Church in the 
performance of its duty, and to violate its necessary free- 
dom. We said before, and we say again, that the State, 
if dissatisfied, may withdraw its establishment. It may 
take what it gave ; but it must not coerce. There is a 
wide difference, in principle, between the withdrawal of 
the establishment and actions for damages. By the for- 
mer, the State exercises its own liberty ; by the latter, it 
destroys the liberty of the Church. By the former it 
says, " I will no more be your ally ;" by the latter it says, 
" You shall be my slave."* 



* It is here that the great, and, we believe, in the present temper of 
our civil rulers, the inEurmountable difficulty of settling the Scottish 
Church question so as to prevent a disruption, lies. To agree to be 
liable to actions of damages, or to civil coercion of any kind (other than 
the withdrawal of the temporalities which the State confers), if the Church 
is not governed in a particular way, is neither more nor less than to 
agree that the State shall have a right to interpose itself between Christ^ ■ 
servants and the mind and will of their Master in the Scriptores. It is 

C 
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Lastly, as to the reduction of spiritual sentences by the 
State or its tribunals. The Churches of Christ, like other 
bodies, may go wrong ; and, doubtless, their sentences 
are sometimes invalid. The State is entitled to look at 
these sentences; it may form its opinion, for its otvn 
guidance, as to their validity ; and it is supreme with re- 
gard to all their civil effects. But the State has no spi- 
ritual power,— it has not the keys, — it cannot reduce the 
spiritual sentences which a Church has pronounced. It 
may hold these sentences to have been passed on incom- 
petent grounds, and therefore to be null ; but it cannot 
make them null. May it not, however, compel the Church 
to reduce them, or to treat them as void, and of no effect ? 
Not, it is plain, 'without forcing the conscience of the 
Church, and taking away its liberty. The Church has 
sought to walk by Christ's rules ; it believes the grounds 
of the sentences, and the sentences themselves, to be war- 
ranted by the Word ; to the magistrate belongs no dic- 
tatorship over it. 

to renounce the Church's sacred liberty, to put the State in place of 
Christ, and to make the magistrate the governor of the Church. To 
acknowledge in the State a right to compel the Church to obey what 
the State thinks are the laws of Christ, and what may, possibly, be the 
laws of Christ, is to constitute the State the interpreter of Christ's 
mind for (lie Churchy and,- therefore, to deprive the Cnurch of that im- 
mediate converse with Christ's Statute- Book, which is at once its duty 
and its inalienable privilege. To consent that the State shall have a 
right to compel the Church to-morrow to obey what the Church to-day 
regards as the law of Christ, is to consent that the Church shall be less 
free to-morrow to interpret Scripture for its own guidance than it is 
to-day ; it is to consent that the liberty of the Church to hear Christ's 
voice from the Word- shall terminate with the present exercise of it, 
and to make the Church's present interpretations of Scripture binding 
upon the Church, be they right or wrong, as its future rule. The liabi- 
lity of the Church's office-bearers to actions of damages and civil coer- 
cion, when their ecclesiastical proceedings are not according to the views 
and determinations of the State, is now fixed as a condition of the Scot- 
tish Establishment; and no law of relief, however good in itself as 
regards Non-Intrusion, can be accepted of without the sacrifice of the 
Church's liberty, and the renunciation of its duty to Christ, if such 
liability be not explicitly and effectually removed. 
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After all, it may be said that the liberty of an Estab- 
lished Church is provided for, in this country, by the law 
of toleration, and the free allowance to every man to be- 
come a Dissenter. This has been said, strangely and 
absurdly said, by men of gravity and learning. The truth 
is, that the law of toleration has nothing whatever to do 
with an Established Church, or its liberty. The Churches 
it has to do with are non -established Churches, and the 
liberty it guarantees is liberty to them. But is not every 
one that chooses allowed to secede? No doubt of it. 
The right of private judgment belongs to every British 
subject. Liberty to individuals, as such, however, is dif- 
ferent from liberty to a Church, as such. Each indivi- 
dual member of a society may be permitted to act freely 
and independently by himself, while the society to which 
he belongs is not even suffered to meet. What we now 
contend for is, the liberty of those religious bodies called 
Churches, to which Christ has given his laws, his ordi- 
nances, and his ministers. The question is not about the 
liberty of Christians, but about the liberty of Christian 
Churches. The right, indeed, for which we contend, on 
behalf of every Church of Christ in its collective capacity, 
is precisely similar to the right of private judgment in an 
individual Christian. It rests on the same grounds, and 
is supported by the same irrefragable arguments. We 
claim every friend of the latter as one who must, in con- 
sistency, be a friend of the former. It is the right of 
private judgment which we are maintaining on an extend- 
ed scale. We concede it to individuals ; we concede it 
to the State ; and what we say is, that it must also be 
conceded to every Church of the Redeemer. A man has 
a conscience, and it is his right to have that conscience 
left free* The State has a conscience, which also must 
be free. And a Church has a conscience, whose freedom 
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it cannot sell or surrender, and whose freedom it is un- 
lawful for any to abridge or take away. 

So much, then, for a Christian Church's liberty. The 
successive points which have been urged in vindication 
of it, may be linked together, and thrown into the shape 
of the following proposition, viz. — ^that 

Neither the State, nor any other party ^ — he it Pope, 
Bishop^ Council^ Fathers, or Reformers^ — has a rights 
or can, whether by purchase, by compact, or in any 
other way, acquire a right to come between the con^ 
science of any Church of Christ, and the mind of 
Christ, as presently a>scertained by that Church for 
itself from the Word of God. 

My fathers and brethren ! the principles with which we 
have been dealing are " the present truth." The old and 
never-tiring adversary of the Church of our Lord is mus* 
tering his hosts over Christendom against them. His 
plans seem deeply and skilfully laid. His instruments 
are busy. Through his crafty management multitudes are 
everywhere, unconsciously to themselves, doing his work, 
and advancing his grand design. The last campaign of a 
war, which has not ceased for nearly six thousand years, 
would seem to be approaching. The great catholic com- 
munity of gospel believers has witnessed and struggled 
unto death in time past, on behalf of the prophetical 
office of its Saviour, and on behalf of his priesthood too. 
One thing remains ; the world must be made to know 
that Christ is a king, and that there is a kingdom on 
earth of which his will is the rule. His faithful people 
must rally round his throne, and assert, be the cost what 
it may, the rights of his crown. All that the sufferings 
and the blood of martyrs have won, will be lost if the 
government be taken from his shoulders. Let his Word 
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be set aside — let his ordinances and institutions be sub- 
jected to any will but his own — and, in natural and neces- 
sary consequence, let the hearts and lives of Christians go 
from under his sway, — let these things be done, and the 
gates of hell will have prevailed. We have been told, 
and we believe, that they shall not prevail. But why has 
this been told us ? That we may stand idly by, when the 
heathen rage, and the world is taking counsel against the 
Lord, and against his Anointed ? Not so, my brethren. 
It is to animate us for the conflict, from which none of 
us may shrink — to give us confidence in the hour of dan- 
ger, and fortitude amid the hot fire of persecution, by the 
prospect of deliverance and victory. The victory that is 
to be gained must be the victory of the Church. Through 
sorrow and trouble, through privation and death, she may 
have to go to it ; and she probably will. But forward, 
without faltering, she must go. For Christ's sake — for 
her own — aye, for the world's, the victory must be secured. 
If she faint not, the victory is her's. 

An important part in this great struggle seems destined 
for the Church of our fathers. The truth, for which 
evangelical Christians throughout the world must now 
prepare to contend, and, in all appearance, to suffer, is a 
truth for which she has had to contend and to suffer at 
former periods of her history. It is no new thing to her 
to be obliged to peril all for the headship of the Lord 
Jesus, and for the liberty of his servants and people to 
hear and obey him. She can reckon up many faithful 
witnesses among her sons, who, in time past, have bled 
in this cause. The bleak moors of our native land furnish 
many memorials of the courageous testimony borne by 
her children of old. And now God calls her to these her 
<< first works" once more. Now, again, ishe must take 
her stand against principaHties and powers, and maintain, 
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at all hazards, the rights of Christ's crown. In these days 
on which we have fallen, the fences of the sanctuary of 
spiritual rule have again heen broken down, and the in* 
vader stands now in the house of our Lord. She must 
buckle on again her ancient armour, and in the name of 
the Lord do valiantly. 

The fiery trial, which seems about to try Christ's dis- 
ciples everywhere, is first to be entered on by her. But 
let her not murmur for this. It is an honour to be so 
singled out. It is an honour, surely, to be thus placed in 
the van of the Churches of Christ. It is an honour — may 
we not say ? — which the faith and constancy of our mar- 
tyred ancestors have obtained for her. O may she not 
prove unworthy ! May grace be given her to set a good 
example to Christendom, and heroically to lead the way 
before the rest of the followers of the Lamb ! 

But they say we are contending, and are about to suf- 
fer, for trifles — for nothing but matters of punctilio. For 
trifles ! For matters of punctilio ! Is it so, my fathers 
and brethren ? Is it not true that the magistrate has 
thrust himself between our consciences and the record of 
our Master's will, in every point of our spiritual duty, 
and of our discipline and government ? Has he not said 
that we shall not preach the Gospel, or administer the 
Sacraments, in districts where, in our solemn judgpnent 
and belief, Christ called us so to do ? Has he not for- 
bidden us to ordain to the office of pastor, and to give the 
full power of both keys, in opposition to our conscientious 
persuasion of what the laws of our heavenly King require ? 
Has he not forbidden us to depose from the ministry men 
whom the Bible, in our understanding of it, taught us to 
regard as guilty of great sin ? And has he not commanded 
us — ^is he not,^by actions of damages, seeking to compel 
us — to invest with the function of ambassadors for Christ, 
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persons whom we believe it to be contrary to Christ's 
will, as signified in the Word, that we should so invest 
them ? Yes, these things he has done. And these are 
not trifles in the eye of the Christian. Would to God 
that there were nothing but matters of punctilio between 
us and the Church of Scotland's deliverance from impend- 
ing dangers I For the sake of the nation, which we be- 
lieve to be provoking the anger of Him whose anger is 
terrible, if ** kindled but a little," — for the sake of the 
nation, more than for our own sakes, would that this were 
the case ! The emergency is too solemn for men to stand 
upon punctilios, and we trust that, as humble disciples of 
Jesus, we should be enabled to renounce them. 

How many spiritual questions have of late been enter- 
tained in the magistrate's courts, and decisions given 
respecting them, for the purpose of binding our con- 
sciences as the servants of Christ ! Two of these we 
shall name. The question which relates to the pastoral 
tie, and the conditions necessary to its scriptural forma- 
tion ; the question, especially, as to the rights Christ has 
given in that matter, to the members of the Church, is 
surely a question of a spiritual nature. Yet, in regard to 
that question, the liberty of the Church to bear Christ's 
voice has been violently taken from her. Spiritual though 
it be, the courts of the State have decided it ; and that not 
merely for themselves, and to guide their own proceed- 
ings, with respect to the temporalities of the Church, 
but also, and mainly, for us, and for the regulation of our 
conduct in the service of Christ. Even now they are 
working the formidable apparatus of civil compulsion, that 
they may enslave our consciences, in this spiritual matter, 
to themselves ; and they denounce us as anarchists and 
rebels for asking them to let us alone, and to leave our 
consciences free to be governed by the Word. Another 
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question is as to the powers which necessarily and inhe- 
rently belong to the pastoral office. Can there be any 
question more strictly or peculiarly spiritual, or which 
more manifestly falls to be determined by Christ's Churches 
according to the Scriptures ? The pastoral office is not 
man's institution. The magistrate did not create it — 
cannot convey it. It is the institution of Christ ; its na- 
ture and its powers can only be ascertained on a reference 
to his laws. Yet have our civil courts given forth their 
judgment upon it ; in the case of from two to three hun- 
dred of our pastors, they have shorn it of one half of its 
divinely instituted powers, and declared that the key of 
discipline and government does not belong to it ; and they 
are forcing upon us the adoption of their views, while our 
consciences regard them as unscriptural and at variance 
with the appointment of Christ. 

Such, my fathers and brethren, is the pass to which 
things have come. Our liberty to hear Christ is at an 
end within the pale of the Establishment. Our liberty, 
however, we must have. We prefer no claim as infalli- 
ble interpreters of the will of our Master. But neither 
are they who coerce us infallible. And a sacred duty has 
been imposed upon us — the duty of hearing* Christ foe 
ourselves, as he speaks from the Word. That duty must 
be discharged. And we do demand and insist that, both 
as individuals, and as a Church, the liberty of discharging 
it be allowed. If Christ's voice can now be heard onlv 
beyond the pale of the Establishment, within which we 
have hitherto sojourned, we shall go forth unto Christ, 
without this camp, bearing his reproach. 

We conclude by repeating the propositions, of which 
the argument of this discourse embodies, we trust, a suf- 
ficient demonstration. We conclude by repeating them, 
in the hope that they may be found a convenient formula 
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for the exhibition of " the present truth" — that truth 
which is now the special object of the world's hostility— 
around which, therefore, the liege subjects of Christ's 
crown ought everywhere to be rallying — and to whichthe 
most emphatic and self-denying testimony of the minis- 
ters of Christ is due. 

Every Church op Christ is bound, by the 
law of its existence, at all times, under all 
circumstances, and in its whole procedure and 

ADMINISTRATION, TO HEAR AND OBEY ChRIST's 
VOICE PROM THE SCRIPTURES : AnD NEITHER THE 

State, nor any other party, be it Pope, Bishop, 
Council, Fathers, or Reformers, has a right, 
or can, whether by purchase, by compact, or 
in any other way, acquire a right, to come 
between the conscience op any Church of 
Christ, And the mind of Christ as presently 
ascertained by that Church for itself from 
THE Word of God. 



the END. 
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EREATUM. 

: line, /or "muHt" rfod ^'i 



.• 



LIST 



or 



POPULAR RELIGIOUS WORKS 



FCBIISHED BT 

JOHN JOHNSTONE, EDINBURGH ; 

AND SOLD BT 

R. GROOMBRIDGE, LONDON, 
W. CURRY, JXJNR., AND CO., DUBLIN. 



POPULAR RELIGIOUS WORKS, &c 



^W«M«M^«WWWW«#^^««MM««M 



BST. J. BvcnuuTAir, 

Tho Office and Work of the Hcly Spirit. By the Bev. 
James Buchanan, one of the Ministers of the High 
Church, Edinburgh. Tliird Edition, fcap. 8vo, clotii, 
price 6s. 6d. 

CONTENTS. 

Part 1 — The Spfrit'f Work in the Converiion or Sinncn 
f» 2.— IlluitratiTt rMpi. 

„ 8.— The Spirit's WorkXthe Edification of hU People after 
their Conversion. 

By the same Author. 

I. Comfort in Affliction ; A Series of Meditations. Tenth 
Edition, fcap. 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, lettered. 

II. ImproTement of Affliction ; A Practical Sequel to a 
Series of Meditations, entitled <* Comfort in Affliction." 
Fourth Edition, fcap. Svo, 3s. 6d. 



Sorrowing yet Rejoicing ; or. Narrative of Recent Suc- 
cessiye Bereavements in a Clergyman's Family. By 
the Rev. Alex. Beith, one of the Ministers of 
StirUng. Sixth Edition, Is. 6d. cloth. 



The Afflicted's Refuge ; or, Pmyers Adapted to Various 
Circumstances of Distress. Fcap. Svo, 28. 6d. cloth. 



Christian Fidelity in the House of Mourning. By the 
Rev. David Mitchell. 18mo, doth, price Is. dd. 



LIST OP WORBS PUBLISBID BT 



3 



The Godly Man's Ark ; or, City of Befuge in the Day 
of Distress. By Edmund Calamt, BJ)., Pastor of 
the Church of Aldennanbury. Square ISmo, cloth, 
price 2s. 6d. 



Solitude Sweetened. By James Meikle, late Sui^on, 
Camwath. With a Biographical Sketch of the 
Author. Ninth Edition. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, price 
3s. 6d. 



Cardiphonia ; or, Utterance of the Heart, in the Coui*se 
of a !Eeal Correspondence. By the Bey. Johv 
NEfTTOK. With an Introductory Essay, by David 
BussELL, DJ)., Dundee. . Fcap. Svo, portrait, 4s. 6d. 
cloth. 

By the same Author, 

Twenty-fire Letters. Newr before Puhlished. Second 
Edition, with a Prefatory Note by the Bev. Johk 
HuHTEE, A.M., one of the Ministers of the Tron 
Church, Edinburgh. 18mo, Is. 6d. cloth. 



The Way to do Good $ or, the Christian Character 
Matured. By Jacob Abbott, Author of** The Young 
Christian.'' Second Edition, 12mo, 3s. cloth. 

LAB7 COXiQVBOUir. 

The World's Beligion, as contrasted with Grenuine 
Christianity. By Ladt Coi.QUHonK, daughter of the 
late Right Hon. Sir John Sinclair, Bart. Second 
Edition, fcap. 8yo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 

By the same Author. 

I. The Kingdom of GU)d, as to its Nature and Subjects. 
12mo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 

II. Impressions of the Heart, relative to the Nature and 
Excellency of Genuine Beligion. Second Edition, 
12mo, 3s. cloth. 

m. Despair and Hope : exemplified in a Narrative 
founded on fact. Siecond Edition, ISmo, 6d. stitched. 

JOBM JOBNITOMI, HCMTBt SQVAtI, BDIITBUROH. 



Inward Bevival ; or, Motives and Hindrances to Ad- 
vancement in HoUness. By tiie Bev. Jamss Mar^ 
SHALL, formerly Minister of the Tolbooth Chnrcli, 
Edinburgh. Second Edition. Fcap. 8voy 4s. 6d. doth. 



The FonndatioA of Christian H(^e ; being a Plain and 
Impartial Inquiry after a safe Ground of Confidence 
for a Sinful Creature at the Bar of Grod. By the Bev. 
Edward Csaio, A.M., of St Edmund Hall, Oxon 
Fifth Edition, 32mo, Is. cloth. 

By the same Author. 

Christian Cirenmspection ; a Brief View of the Duty 
of Christiana to preserve themselv^ pure from the 
Irreligious Customs of this World. Flfbh Edition, 
18mo, Is. stitched.^ 

TUB 70inf Gk 

Essential Considerations for Young Christians when 
Entering on the Active Period of Life. Adapted for 
Sabbath School Libraries. 2s. 6d. doth. 

By the same Author 

I. The Good Servant, and other Tracts; or. Examples 
and Warnings for Persons in Humble Life. Third 
Edition, 2s. 6d. cloth. 

II. The Apprentice's Monitor ; containing Examples 
and Warnings. 2s. 6d. doth. 

BB OOSDOir. 

Sermons by Bobe&t Gordon, DD., F.BSJ:., one of 
the Ministers of the Hieh Church, Edinburgh. Fourth 
Edition, 8vo, lOs. 6d. doth. 

CAXiVXlf. 

^1 Treatise on the Saeraments of Baintism and the 
Lord's Suppv. By Johv Calviv. Foap. Svo^ 2b. 6d» 
doth. 

UiT Of WOaiS rVBLUBBO BV 



BBVi J. aSXBAflOir. 

A Doctrinal nnd Practi<»il Treatise on the Lord's 
Sapper ; cotnprehending copious Illustrations of the 
leading Doctrines of the Gospel, and of the leading 
Duties and varied Experience of the Christian Life. 
By the Rev. James Geiersok> Minister of £n*o]. 
Fcap. 8vo^ 3s. 6d« cloth. 

BOBTOir. 

A Memorial concerning Personal and Family Fasting 
and Humiliation^ presented to Saints and Sinners ; 
wherein also the Nature of Personal Covenanting with 
God is occasionally opened. By the Bev. Thomas 
B0STOK9 Minister of the (^ospel at Ettrick. With 
Prefatory Remarks by the Rev. ALxxANDxm Moody 
Stiiabt, AJ/L.y Minister of St Luke's, Edinburgh. 
18mo, Is. doth. 

BST. J. CABIPBEZJk 

African Light thrown on a Selection of Scripture Texte. 
By the late Rev. Johx Campbell, Minister of Kings- 
land Chapel, London, Author of ^ Travels in Afnca,*' 
&c. Second Edition, with a Biographical Sketch of 
the Author. /^iiCupiece, 18mo^ 28. 6d. doth. 



Manners and Trials of the Primitive Christians. By 
the Rev. Robert Jamie son, Minister of Currie. 
Second Edition, fcap. Svoy frotuUpiecef 6s. cloih. ' 



on 8B01 

Antiquities of the Jews ; carefully compiled from 
Authentic Sources, and their Customs illustrated from 
Modem Ttevels. With Enfframngt. By the late 
WiLitAM Bkown, D.D., Minister of Eskdalemuir. 
Second Edition, 2 vols. 8vo, 12s. dotii. 



D. 8 AOOT. 

An Exposition of the Gcospel of St Matthew. By the 
Rev. Daniel Bagot, B.D., Minister of St James' 
Episcopal Chapd, Edinbui^h. To be published in 
Parts at Is. each, four of which will be published in 
1842, and five in the year following. 

JOHN JOHNtTOIfB, BUNTBR fQUARB, IDINBUROB. 
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A Condse System of Theology: being the Shorter 
Catechism of the Westminster Assembly of Divines 
Analyzed and Explained. By Albxandeb Smith 
Patebson, A.M., Author of a ** History of the 
Ghnroh." With a paper on the Sstory and Arrange- 
ment of the Shorter Catechism, bytheBev. Duncan 
Macfa&lan, Minister of Benfrew. Fcap. Syo, price 
4s. 6d. 



An Explanation of the Assembly's Shorter Catechism. 
By Thomas Vincent. ISmo, doth, price 28. 6d. 



Messiah the Prince ; or. The Mediatorial Dominion of 
Jesus Christ. By William Stmihoton, D J)^ Glas- 
gow. Second Edition, fcap. Syo, Gs. doth. 



A Demonstration of the True and Eternal Divinity of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. By Diontsius Van db Wtn- 
PEBSSE, DJ)., late Professor of Philosophy, Mathe- 
matics, and Astronomy, at Leyden. Second Edition, 
translated from the Dutch ; containing an Introduc- 
tion, Appendix, Notes and Illustrations, by William 
L. Albxandeb, AJM., BiGnister of Argyle Square 
Chapel, Edinbui^h. 18mo, 2s. 6d. cloth. 



A Short and Easy Method with the Deists, wherein the 
certainty of the Christian Religion is Demonstrated, 
by Infallible Proofs, from Four Rules. By the Rev. 
Chables Leslie, A.M. A New Edition, with an 
Introductory Essay by David Russell, D J)., Dundee. 
18mo, 2s. 6d. cloth. 



A Brief Outline of the Evidences of the Christian 
Religion. By Abchibald Albxandeb, D.D., Pro- 
fessor of Theology in the Theological Seminary of 
the Presbyterian Church, United States. 12mo, Is. 
eloth. 



UST or WORKS PUBLISBB» BY 



CBBK8TIAH BVZBBHOBfl. 

Family Conyersations between a Father and his Children 
on the Discoveries and Evidences of Christianity. 
18moy cloth, price 36. 6d. 



Christian Theology; or, a Connected View of the 
Scheme of Chnstianity. By James Esdaile, DJ)., 
Minister of the East Church, Perth. 8vo, 5s. cloth. 



Theological Essays. By the late John Bowdlbb, jun., 
Esq. of Lincoln's Inn, Barrister-at-Law. 18mo, cloth, 
price 2s. 6d. 



Grace and Trath ; or. The Glory and Fulness of the 
Redeemer displayed ; in an attempt to Illustrate and 
Enforce the Most Remarkable Type^ Figures, and 
Allegories of the Old Testament. By the late Rev. 
William M'Ewbn, Minister of the Gospel, Dundee. 
16mo, 28. 6d. cloth. 

By the same Author. 

Select Essays upon Doctrinal and Practical Subjects, 
liew Edition, 12mo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 

SCBZnVBB OBBOHOZiOOT. 

Scripture Chronology, in accordance with the Hebrew 
Text ; wherein the Dates given of the leading events 
between the creation and the birth of Chnst, are 
clearly and satisfactorily proved to be thetiue Dates. 
By James Macfarlane, Perth. 12mo, 2s. 6d. cloth. 

BVOBMZX&BB. 

The Old Red Sandstone; or, New Walks in an Old 
Field. Second Editidn, enlarged. With Plates and 
Geological Sections. Fcap. Svo, 78. 6d. cloth. 

TBOBXAS 3>ICK, ZA J>. 

On the Improvement of Society by the Difinsion of 
Knowledge. By Thomas Dick, LL.D. Second Edition, 
improved, 12mo, 7s. 6d. boards. 
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D& DUFF. 

India and India Missions ; including Skotches of the 
Gigantic System of Hindnism, both in Theory and 
Practice'; also, Notices of some of the Principal 
Agencies employed in conducting the process of Indian 
Evangelization, &c. By Alexander Duff, D.D., 
Church of Scotland Mianon, Calcutta. Second Edi- 
tion, 128. cloth. 

By the same Author. 

Missions the Chief End of the Christian Church ; also, 
the Qna1ifiea*.ion% Duties, and Trials of an Indi^i 
Missionary. Fourth Editiim, fcap. 8to, 2s. 6d. doth. 



The Conyersion of the Jews ; a Course of Lectures 
Delivered in Edinburgh, by the following Ministers 
of the Church of Scotland. In fcap. 8vo, ^th, 2s. 6d. 



Bev. Dr Black. (Ff^foloryMsfAv.) 
n Dr MuimHKAD. 
„ Dr Candlisb. 

N A. ▲. BONAE. 



Rer. C. J. BsowN. 
M HsNKT Okby. 
M RoBBET Elder. 
A. Moody Stcaet. 



f» 



Memoir, with Select Remains, of the late James Halley, 
A.B., Student of Theology. By the Bev. William 
Amot, Minister of St Peters Parish, Glasgow. 
Second Edition, fcap, 8vo, with Portrait, 6s. cloth. 



Memoirs of Mrs WOson of Bombay ; including Ex- 
tracts from her Letters and Journals. By Johk 
WiLSOK, D D., M.B.A J9., Missionary of the Church 
of Scotland, Bombay. Third Edition, 7s. 6d. cloth. 



Memoirs of Christian Females ; with an Essay on the 
Influences of Female Piety. By the Rev. James 
Gabdvek, a Jd., M.D. Second Edition, in fcap. Svo, 
with an Elegant Portrait of Mrs Hannah More, 4s. 
6d. cloth. 



Prelimiiiary Eiiay. 
Mrs Huntingdon. 
Lady Glenorchy. 
Mil* Cuvier. 
Mrs Judson. 
Mr« Hannah M(n«. 



COVTZNTS. 



Mn Graham. 
Mrt ElUt. 
Mlu Smelt. 
Mrt Wilaon. 
MiM Reid. 
Mrt Wlntlow. 
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Memoir of the late Mrs Paterson, Wife of the Rev. Dr 
Patenon, St Petersburg, containing Extracts from 
her Diary and Correspondence. By the Rev. William 
SwAiT, Missionary at Sellingisk. Second Edition. 
12mo, 38. 6d. boards. 



Memoira of the Bev. Pliny Fisk, A Jtf .» late Missionary 
to Palestine, from the American Board of Missions. 
12mo, with Portrait, 5s. bds. 



IiB VX TAMBOWtMrn 

Memoir of the Rct, Levi Parsons, Compsjuon of the 
Ber. Pliny Fisk, Missionary to Palestine. l8mo, Ss. 
doth. 



Memoirs of the Life, Cliaraeter, and Writings of Philip 
Doddridge, D J). By Job Ortok ; with an Intro- 
dnctoxy Essay by David Bitsbbll, . D J)., Dundee 
ISmo, 2s. 6d. doth. 



Sketches in Biography, designed to show the Influence 
of Literature on CSuiiacter and Happiness. By Johiv 
Claytow, Esq. 12mo, 5s. cloth. 



A History of the Church of Scotland. From the In- 
troduction of Christianity to 1841. By the Bev. W. 
M. Hethebinoton, A.M., Minister of Torphichen. 
Second Edition. Bvo, cloth, 12s. 

BSV. T. M'csxa. 

Sketches of Scottish Church History, embracing the 
period from the Beformation to the Bevolution. By 
the Bey. Thomas M*Cbxs. With an Appendix, re- 
lative to the alleged accession of John Knox to the 
Conspiracy against Bicdo. Second Edition. In fcap. 
8yo, doth, 6s. 6d. 
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A Catechism of the History of the Church of Scothmd. 
By the Rev. Benjamik Laiko, Colmonell, one of the 
Theological Professors to the Associate Synod of 
Original Seceders. 18mo, doth, price Is. 6d. 

OBVBCB or BOOTZiAlffS^ 

An Exposition of the Principles of the. Church of Scot- 
land, in regard to the Admission of Pastors : A 
Series.. of Lectures by the following Clergymen. 
With Preface. Second Edition, in fcap. 8to, cloth, 
2s. 6d. 

Rbt. J. Bsoo. 
M A. MooDT Stuart. 



Rby. De Candlisq. 
M A. Bbnnib. 

„ W. CCNNIKOHAM. 
M C.J. Bbown. 



„ R. Eldbr. 

n T. GUTHRIB. 



Manual of Presbytery ; or, A THLndication of that Form 
of Church Govemment from Scripture, and Primitiye 
Practice; from its)Efficiency of Discipline; and from 
its Identification with Learning, Civil and Religious 
Liberty, and Home and Foreign Missionary Eater- 
prise. By Samuel Miller, D.D^ Professor of Ec- 
clesiastical History in the Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary at Princetown, New Jersey ; and the Rev. 
John Gordon Lorimer, Minister of St David's Parish, 
Glasgow. Fcap. Svo, cloth, price 4s. 6d. 

TBS DBAOONBBZP. 

A Treatise on the Office of Deacon, with Suggestions for 
its Revival in the Church of Scotland. By the Rev 
J. G. Lorimer. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, price 2s. 6d. 



Annals of the General Assembly of the Church of Scot* 
land, from the Final Secession in 1739, to the Rejec- 
tion of the Overture on Schism in 1776. With 
Appendices of Biographical Sketches, Illustrative 
Documents, and Notes. By the Rev. N. Morren, 
A.M., Minister of the North Church, Greenock. 2 
vols. 12mo, 10s. cloth. . 

[Each Volume is complete in itself, and may be 
had separately, price 5s.] 
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ntOTBBTAHT OBUBCB OF ntAlTOll* 

An Historical Sketch of the Protestant Church of 
France, from its Origin down to the Present Day ; 
with parallel Notices of the History of the Church of 
Scotland during the same period. By the Rev. J. G. 
LoKiMERf Minister of St David's Parish, Glasgow. 
Fcap. 8to, 6s. 6d. doth. 



History of the Covenanters in Scotland. By William 
SiME, Esq., Author of the '^ Histories of the Refor- 
mation," •* Christian Church," « Waldenses.*' A Nev 
Edition, in one Volume, in iheprets. 



Life of the Rev. James Renwick, the last of the Scottish 
Martyrs. By the Author of the History of the Cove- 
nanters. 18mo, 28. cloth. 



Life of Thomas M^Crie, D.D., Author of '' Life of John 
Knox," &C., &c. By his Son, the Rev. Thomas 
M'CaiE. Demy 8vo, 9s. cloth, with highly finished 
Portrait, hy Horshurgh. 

D& VfCRTB. 

Miscellaneous Writings, Chiefly Historical, of the late 
Thomas M^Crie, DJD. Edited hy his Son. In 8vo, 
cloth, price 10s. 6d. 

COKTENTS. 

Life of Alexander Henderson. I Review of Simeon on the Liturgjr. 

Patrick Hamilton. I „ Tales of my Landlord. 

„ Orme's Life of Owen. 
n Turner's Life and Times. 
Pamphlet on the Funeral of the 
« Princess Charlotte. 

-^— the General Assembly 

1828. 

Females Voting in 



» Francis Lambert of Avignon. 
„ Dr Andrew Rivet. 
n Mr John Murray. 
Lives of the Taborites. 
.evicw of Milne on Presbyt^y and 
Episcopacy. 
M SismondrsConsiderations 
on Geneva. 



Election of Mmisters. 

aOHN JOHNST(H(B» <IUIITBE SQUAUB, BOINBUSGfi. 
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View of theConfliituti(Hi of the Church of Scotland. 6f 
the late George Hill, D.D., Principal of St Mary's 
College, St Andrews. With Appendix and Notes, 
hy Alexavdeb. Hill, D J)., Professor of Divinity in 
the Universitj of Glasfgow. Third Edition, 12nio, 
38. 6d. doth. 



The Select Anti-Patrona^ Library. This Volnme com- 
prehends a Collection of Acts of Parliament and 
Assembly connected with Patronage, and Treatises 
on the subject, by ihm following Authors. In demy 
8vo, doth, 38. 6d. 

Loud Fsbitonoiunob. Dr Doddsidob. 

fiiR Franois Grant. Mr Crosbir. 

Sir David Dalrympli. Rby. John Currib. 

Dr Owrn. Key. Jamss Bbgo. 



The Minister's Family. By the Rev. W. M. Hether- 
iNOTON,A.M.,Minist^ofTorphichen. Fourth Edition, 
with beautiful frontispiece^ 5s. doth. 



A Narrative of the Loss of the Kent, East Indiaman, 
by Fire, in the Bay of Biscay, on 1st March 1825. 
Second Edition, 18mo, cloth. Is. 6d. 

TBS TOin!ro.t 

The Border Rebel ; or. Disobedient Son : A Narrative 
of the year 1745, founded on facts ; with an Applica- 
tion, containing an Admonition to Youth. With 
elegant frontispiece, Is. 6d. cloth. 



The Nursery Plutarch, containing Lives of Julius CsBsar, 
Nero, Titus, Domitian, Trajan. By Catherine 
Sinclair, Authoress of ^ Modem Sodety," ^ Modem 
Accomplishments." ISmo, doth, 3s. 6d. 

VnVm 3>. ZiAlffSSSOBOVOR, 

Ayrshire Sketches ; or. Memoirs of Jeanie Charters, 
Hugh Cunninghame, and James Baird. By the Rev. 
D. Lakdsrorouob, Minister of Stevenston. 18mo, 
6d. stitched. 
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AFBZOAir T&AVfiZAll&B. 

Bi<^grapliical Memoirs of Dr Ondnej^ CaptamClappertoiiy 
a&d Major Laing^ all of irhom. died in attempting to 
Explore the Interior of Africa. By the Rev. Thos. 
Nelson, M.WJ3. 18mo, doth, price 2s. 6d. 



TheScottash Christian Hearald. This workisnow complete 
in six handsome volumes, imperial 8vo, cloth, price £2. 
It contains Ori^al Papers by some of the most 
distinguished Mmisters and Ciffice-Bearers of the 
Church of Scotland, all of a character admirably 
adapted for fsunily reading. 



The Christian MisceUany, and Weeidy Family Ex- 
positor. 

This is » Religions Periodical, generally similar in its 
design to the ** Scottish Christian Hcorald," but intended to 
occupy a more advanced position in theological Literotnre. 
It ahK) includes in its plan a Commenti»y on the Holy 
Scriptures, selected and arranged from the most eminent 
Expositors, Foreign and British. This department has 
a distinct typography and pag[ing, and can, at pleasure, 
be bound apart from the Miscedaneous portion of the 
Wotk. The periods of publication are every Saturday 
morning, in Numbers at Three Halfpence, and in M(mthly 
Parts at Ninepenoe. It will alsoi at ap^xrpriate intervals, 
be issued in Volumes, handsomely boimd. Orders received 
by all Booksellers. 



BBZONABT BBOOBO. 
Home and Foreign Missionary Record for the Church 
of Scotlandi by Autibnsrity of the Committeea of the 
General Assembly. Published on ^e Ist day of each 
MoMth. Price Tlireepence, unstamped ; and Four- 
pence, stamped and sent by post. First Series, in 
8vo, bound in cloth, 10s. &<i0nd Series, Vol. I., 
large 4to, bound in ctoth, 10s. 
*«* The Committees make the Record their stated and 
ordhiaiy ehan&el of advertismg contributions and collec- 
tions, and, in gencqjd, employ this Journal exclusively in 
eomittn&icakhig widi the CSiurdi and the Public. 
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The Excitement ; or^ A Book to Induce Young People 
to Bead. Edited bj the Bey. B. Jamieson, Author 
of ^ Manners and Trials of the Primitive Christians^'' 
&c. In eight Volumes^ 18mo, price 4s. 6d. each. 

The Editor having carefully excluded from this work 
all matter of an ephemeral or temporary character, it will 
be found to be particularl/ fitted for uie instruction and 
amusement of the young. Each volume comprises up- 
wards of 400 pages of letter-press^ and is elegantly bound, 
and illustrated with superior engravings on steel and wood. 

OUBBXOAZi BOOWOMZO&i 

Clerical Economies; or HintSy Bural and Household, 
to Ministers and others of Limited Income. By a 
Cleigyman of the Old SchooL Foolscap Svo^ doth, 
4s. Just PviiUahed, 

TOVNO OOOft'8 AS8Z8VA1IT. 

The Toung Cook's Assistant; being a Selection of 
Economical Beceipts and Directions^ adapted to the 
Use of Families in the Middle Bank of Life. Edited 
by a Clergyman's Daughter. Fourth Thousand. 
"Biioe is. 6d. 



Bible Narratives for the Young. By a Clebgtkak's 
Dauobter. 32mo9 is. 6d. cloth. 



Attendance at Church. Address to those who Seldom 

or Never go to Church. By the Bev. BoBsaT Lse» 

Campsie. Price 2d. 
Amusements of Youth. By the Bev. Hekht Gbxy, 

St Mary's Church, Edinburgh. Price 4d« 
Baptism. Help to Parents Preparatoxy to the Baptism 

of their Children. By the Bev. JoBK,^Hi^x.S8. 

Second Edition. Price 4d. 
. Catechism on Baptism. By the Bev. Hxkrt 

Gbsy, Edinburgh. Fomih Edition. Prici0 6d. 
Scheme of the Controvert on 



Second Thousand. Price Id. 
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Baptism. Vindication of Infant Baptism. By David 

BosTHWicK, AM, Second British Edition. Price 

6d. 
Christian Evidences. Catechism of the Evidences of 

Revealed Religion. By Rev. Dr Fbreie. Price 2d. 
Manual of the Christian Evidences. 

By James Stbelz. Price Is. 
Church of Scotland — Popular "View of its Constitution. 

Price Id. 
Elementary Catechism. By Dr Wilsok of Bombay. 

Price 2d. 
Family Worship, Essay and Address on. By the Rev. 

William Burns, mlsyth. Price 2d. 
Gospel of St Matthew, Catechism of. By the Rev. 

James Miller, Monikie. Price 8d. 
Holy Scripture, Catechism on the First Principles of. 

By Dr Russell, Dundee. Price 3d. 
Epitome of. By James Stare, Esq. 

Advocate, Ceylon. Price Id. 
Leading Doctrines and Duties of the Gospel — Fifty 

Questions on. Price Id. 
Truths of the Gospel — ^Three Hundred and 

Sixty-five Questions on. By the Rev. D. Baoot. 

Price 2d. 
Lord's Prayer, Catechism on. By Dr Akderson. 

Price 2d. 
Mother's Catechism. By the Rev. Jony Willisok. 

Price Id. 
Old and New Testament, Series of Questions on. By 

the Rev. William Andrew. Price Is. 
Protestantism. Catechism on the Errors of the Church 

of Rome. By the Rev. D. Baoot. Price 6d. 
Shorter Catechism, Analysis and Explanation of. By 

Alexander Smith Patbrson. Price 4s. 6d. 
Explanation of. By^jHOMAS Vin- 
cent. Price 2s. 6d. 

Three Hundred Doctrinal Questions 



on. By William Hamilton. Price Id. 
Young Children, Catechism for. By the Rev. John 
Brown, Haddington. Price Id. 
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Asia. I England. 

Afiica I Scotland. 



MAP OF CANAAN AND PALESTINE, 

Adapted for Sabbath Schools or Bible Classes. Engrared 
in a clear bold style, elaborately coloured, size 4 feet 
6 inches, by 3 feet 6 inches. 

On Rollers, Varnished, - - 12s. 
— ^-^— Unvarnished, - 10s. 

OOUUBOB AND BOBOOXi SIAPS. 

JOHNSTONS' COLLEGE AND SCHOOL MAPS. 

Comprising 

Eaitem Hemisphere. 
Western Hemisphere. 

Europe. America. | Ireland. 

Canaan and Palestine. 

Size 4 feet 6 inches, by 3 feet 6 inches. 

Price of Each Map, Rollers, Varnished, - jeo 12 

Unvarnished, - 10 

The Whole Ten in a Case, - - - - 6 6 

Stand, - - - - 7 7 

with Blaok Board, 7 17 6 

JOHNSTONS' COLLEGE AND SCHOOL MAPa 

Second Series. 

World on Mercator's Projection. 
France. 
On Rollers, Varnished, - - 12s. 
Unvarnished, • • lOs. 



Dr Steven's Progressive Geography, Book First, priee 4d. 
— Seooud, aB.6d. 



Edinburgh Cabinet Atlas, 45 Maps, - - £1 11 6 

School Atlas, 36 »- - -0120 

School Chissical Atlas, 21 „ ' - 7 

New Hand Atlas, 12 »• - •040 



